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Miss Fillmore's "Geranium"
By EARLE DORSEY.

The seven-day period which expired last midnight served to
illustrate once again, the peculiar inability of the stage to properly
interpret the speech, character and mannerisms of that intensely
fascinating type, the American negro.

Generally speaking, Mr. Dillingham's production of the past
week, "A New Girl," was not particularly distinguished for its
accurate delineations of characters and types, it being essentially,
of the girl-and-music form of entertainment and therefore a species
of drama rarely notable for its dramatic authenticity. Still, "A New
Girl" revealed, with but one single exception, no glaring examples
of poor character portrayal and almost everyone thought it a

good show.
The exception referred to, however, was altogether glaring. It

was Nellie Fillmore's characterization of "Geranium," a negro
mammy of the old South. In justice to Miss Fillmore, it must
be stated that Anne Caldwell, the author, was partially responsible
for the painful nature of this characterization. The author at¬
tempted the rather silly innovation of putting French slang on
the lips of an old Southern mammy, a woman manifestly too elderly
to have chocolate-colored sweethearts returning from France.
Even that does not excuse Miss Fillmore for her rather shallow
and decided inaccurate conception of the negro dialect, the negro
psychology and the negro mannerism. She was dialectically verbose
.the very anthithesis of the negro character except under strong
excitement or stimulation. She clearly .and beautifully rounded
her "r's".an accomplishment few American negroes possess, owing
to the physiological construction of the negro tongue. She showed
little sign of the training which one would naturally expect to be
a concomitant of long service in a Southern household. Miss Fill¬
more's "Geranium," in effect, embodied nearly all the defects which
one grows accustomed to in constant theater attendance.

There really seems little excuse for the well nigh universal
man-handling.and woman-handling, too.that the American negro
character receives on the contemporary American stage. The
American negro is not an unfamiliar character to Americans. In
fact, oo per cent of the white adults of the United States can

attempt a fair imitation of the negro dialect, and a very small por¬
tion of that <)o per cent learned the imitation other than at first
hand. Along the Eastern seaboard, the center of the American
dramatic universe, the negro has made his individuality, his person¬
ality, his mannerisms and liis dialect not only well known but
commonly familiar. Why, then, should it be so difficult for the
average thespian of at least budding attainment to approximate
the same character, behind the footlights?

If the American negro character were as unfamiliar as the
negro of the Old World tropics, there might be some reason for
this chronic failure to portray him on the stage. If he were even
as unfamiliar to the average American as is the average British
butler, say, there might be extenuating circumstances aplenty. But
we nearly always find the butler portrayed with fair accuracy. We
find the veriest tyro of an actor carefully cultivating his English
accent and his butlerish bow. Does the same care go into the
rehearsal of a negro part? If it does, one must of necessity think
lightly of the histrionic ability of the American actor.

It is unquestionably true that it is difficult to study the Ameri¬
can negro if one takes as a model the sneering, maddening type of
West Indian negro, commonly found serving as hall-boy and ele¬
vator help in New \ork apartments. The American negro has
nothing in common with this type except the color of his skin and
even th;:t is not the same shade. The American negro, as he
really < ists, can not often be found outside the haunts of his race.
His cot act with the Caucasian, if it be constant enough, inevitably
results in a deterioration of the negro type. Manhattan Island,
,.t any rate, does not seem to be the ideal hunting ground for the
negro character, yet judging by the impersonations commonly pur-
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Patrons of Columbia
Approve Short Films

The evolution of the photoplayform of entertainment, in the aver¬
age downtown theater, is stronglytending toward the vaudevile or va-riety type of entertainment, in theopinion of Fred Klein, manager ofLoew's Columbia Theater and one of Jthe most progressive and far-sight-|ed plcture-theatcr managers in theEast.
In Klein's opinion, the future de¬velopment of the motion picturetends toward a greater developmentof a variety program of picture sub¬jects and it was to meet this sameidemand, which has acutely arisen inhis own clientele, that the Columbiamanager recently adopted the policy!of exhibiting more short-reel mate¬rial than any other theater in Wash¬ington.
Today, the Columbia has becomethe home of. the short-reel feature,although by no means is it the in-ltention of the management to de-1vote itself to short-length produc¬tions at the expense of its stellaj-1featured attractions of n v e lengthyrun. Manager Klein dtclares theanswer his audiences have given to,the introduction of an extensive,program of short-reel stuff confirms,in clinching fashion, his own belief!and conviction that more abbreviat-ed material is wanted by the public.The Columbia, from this time on.proposes to show, as the feature of!its program, the best star featureobtainable. These stellar showings,of course, will be of the usual length!of all featured attractions but in ad¬dition. the Columbia will program

an attractive list of subsidinry fea¬tures which are best illustrated bysetting forth the attractions an-i
nounced at the F street theater for
today. jIn addition to the stellar attrac¬
tion.Bryant Washburn in "Some¬
thing to Do".the program includes
the following:

,"The River Grey and the River(Green," a scenic ramble with Robert
C. Bruce and his dogs in the fast¬
ness of beautiful America.
"A Touch of Rheumatism." a

screaming comedy featuring Mabel
Normand.
A Mutt and Jeff cartoon.
The Gaumont-Herald News Graphic.
A musical solo feature.
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Samuel Shipman, c*>-author of
"Dark Horses." the comedy which i*
due at the Belasco Theater in the
near fture, is a Broadway charac¬
ter. The fact that, he has collabo¬
rated on "East Is West" and two
other great successes of the year on
Broadway, with royalties that mak>'
a new record, would make him a lig-
ure, but it is his personality thftt
makes him a "character." Here is
one of the latest stories about him:
He was honor guest the other day

at the Cheese Club, made up of
newspaper men. They indulged in

considerable "kidding" at his ex¬
pense, with hints about seeing his
shows. Now. when Shipman sends
a friend to see "East Is West," orthe other hits he has written, he-has
to buy the tickets, and he began
to edge a bit. However, he turned
the joke when an editor came in a
few minutes later with another guest.
The editor introduced his friend to
Shipman. explaining, "He is not a
newspaper man." "How are you?"
answered Shipman to the friend, ex¬
tending his hand cordially; "I'm so
glad to meet a cash customer."

Although Beryl Mercer, who plays
one of the principal roles in David
Belasco's new comedy, "Dark Rosa-
leen," is still in her twenties, she has
won a distinct place for herself in Jthe theater aa a portrayer of elderly .

women.
4It was to play Emily in "A Lady's

Name," with Marie Tempest, that
Miss Mercer came to America. Em¬
ily was only a thirteen-line part but
of such importance to the play that
Miss Tempest sent all the way to
London for an actress. After that
engagement Miss Mercer appeared
with James T. Powers in "Somebody's
Luggage" and then as Mrs. Bunting
in "The Lodger." Beryl Mercer was
born at Seville, Spain, the daughter
of Edward Sheppard Mercier, attach¬
ed to the Spanish Embassy in Lon¬
don. Miss Mercer made her first ap¬
pearance on the stage when she was
only four years old. as Willie Car-
lyle in "East Lynne" at Eastbourne,
England. She soon became one of
the most popular players of "boy"
parts in England. Sir Herbert Tree
then engaged her to play "Ito" in
his production of **The Darling of the
Gods." She appeared next with Oscar

Asche in his production of "A Mid¬
summer Night's Dream*' at the Adel-
phia Theater.
Last season she came to America

to play the title role in Barrie's "The
Old Lady ShoWs Her Medals," a char¬
acterization that was hailed on all
sides as one of the finest things she
has ever done, and the early part
of this season appeared with Otis
Skinner- in "Hurapty Dumpty."/
BRESHKOVSKY TO LECTURE.
Sunday afternoon, at 3:30 o'clock, at

the National Theater, Mme. Catherine
Breshkovsky, famous as "The Little
Grandmother of the Russian Revolu¬
tion." who has spent thirty*-five years
of her seventy-five years of life in
the prisons and mines of Darkest Si¬
beria, and who, only recently, nar¬
rowly escaped death at the hands of
the Bolsheviki, will gpeak in behalf of
the little children of Russia who have
been orphaned and left homeless by
the great war. Dr. Edward H. Eg¬
bert, chief surgeon of the American
Red Cross in Russia in 1914-15, is with
Mme. Breshkovsky on her tour.

Attractions Listed for
Week of April 20

POLI'S.New musical production.
...Sunshine;" book from the pen of
William Cary Duncan; music by
Alexander Johnstone; cast headed
by Carl Cochems, Jane Richardson
and others.

NATIONAL.George Arliss. in Hub¬
ert Henry Davies' comedy. "The
Mollusc," and the latest playlet
from the pen of Sir James M. Bar-
rie. entitled "A Well-Remombored
Voice."

BKLASCO.Drama by Edgar Selwyn
and Channing Pollock, "The Crowd¬
ed Hour." Prominent in the com¬
pany are Allan Dinehart. Florence
Johns. William Keighley, Marion
Barney, Hale Norcross. George Iv»-
Soir, Kmile DeVarncy. Andre Cho-
tin and others.

SIUBERT - GARRICK "Nightie
Night," a new farce by Martha M.

. Stanley and Adelaide Matthews;
cast includes Jessie Busley. Francis
Byrne, lone Bright. Burford Hamp-
don and others. Produced by Adolph

^Klauber.

B. F. KEITH'S.Vaudeville; Alan
Brooks and Company: Ernestine
Myers and Paisley Noon in dance
fantasies; Mehlinger and Meyer in
a musical jackpot; Frances Nord¬
strom and W*illiam Pinkham. "Sail-
lor" Reilly, little Mignon, Gallagher
and Rolley, Lou Hartx and other
features.

COSMOS.Vaudeville; Zertho's Dogs;
"Which One Shall I Marry?" Daw¬
son, Eanigan and Covert; Frank
Farron, Christie and Bennett, Carl
King and Baccho. ,

GAYETY.Burlesque; "Hello. Amer¬
ica!" Joe Hurtlg's production; sup¬
porting roster includes Margaret
White. Kitty Glascoe. Billie Hill.
Owen Martin, A1 Shaw and Sam
Lee.

LYCEUM.Burlesque: attraction an¬
nounced later.

LOEWS PALACE.Mary Pickford.
all week in "Captain Kidd jr."

LOEWS COLUMBIA.Wallace Reid
in "The Roaring Road." Sunday,
through Wednesday; beginning

Enid Bennett will be seen on the screen this month in her picture
"The Law of Man" which was filmed under the working title
"Nemesis."

Charles Ray's April picture release is "Greased Lightning" a
story by Julien Josephson which makes Kay a country inventor. *"

An exceptionally strong cast is working in "The Midnight Man,"
James J. Corbett's first serial, now being filmed at Universal City.

Universal is said to have paid a large sum for "The Chatterbox."
a screen play written by Bayard Veiller, for Priscilla Dean. Veiller
also wrote "The" Thirteenth Chair," "Within the Law," and other
sensational stage successes.

Rupert Julian is busy on an original script which he expects to
produce with himself in the leading role. JuNan has just finished
"The Fire Flingers," a Saturday Evening Post story.

j Eddie Polo, who is working on a series of "Buck Lawson" two-
Ireelers. written by his director, Jacques Jaccard. will start work in a
] few days on the third of the series in which Eileen Sedgewick will
| play the leading feminine part.

Universal'* scenario department is seeking five-reel stories for
Pete Morrison, the young Western actor.

Mary MacLaren has started work on a drama ba«ed on Sinclair
Lewis' story, "Prairie Gold." Tod Browning is the director and
Waldemar Young the scenario writer. In the cast arc Thurston
Hall, Willard Louis, David J. Butler, Carl Stockdale, l^ucille Lavarnie,
Lvdia Titus and Mickey Moore.

Marie Walcamp is working in the eleventh episode of the "Red
Glove" serial. Jim Corbett's "The Midnight Man," is now in the
fifth episode.

Jack Ford, Jacques Jaccard and Norman Dawn, are producing
two-reel Westerns at Universal City.

Jack Dillon, who directed Priscilla Dean in her success "The
Silk-Lined Burglar'' has taken a flyer into comedy, and is playing the
leading role in a one-reeler, "I Hope It Lasts."

Dorothy Phillips will soon start producing "Ambition," a screen

story from the pen of her director, Allen I. Holubar who made "The
Heart of Humanity." William Stowell and Robert Andersen will be
in the supporting cast.

Thursday, produetton announced
later.

CRA*HALL'S METROPOLITAN .

"One Week of Life," Sunday to

"Three Men and a Girl;" Saturday,
Mae Marsh In "Spotllrht Sadie "

< R A > D ALL'S SAVOY . Sunday,
Blilie Burke In "Good Gracious. An-

Wednesday. Inclusive; last three nabelleV Monday. "The Turn in the
days of week. "The Pest." featuring
Mabel Normand.

CRAWDALL'S KNICKERBOCKER.
Sundav and Monday. Paulino Fred¬
erick In "One Week of Life." Tues-
day and Wednesday. Marguerite Puppy Love
dark in "Three Men and a Girl;
Thursday and Friday. Mabel Nor¬
mand in "The Peat;" Saturday.
Mollie Kins in "Suspense

Road;" Tucaday. Made* Kenned*
in "Daughter of Mine;" Wednesday.
Alice Brady In "Marie. Ltd.;" Thurs¬
day. Kitty Gordon in "The Sear;"
Friday. Wallace Reid In "Alias Mlko
Morwn;" Saturday. Llla l>re * In

CRANUALL'S.Sunday and Monday.
William S. Hart in "The Poppy
Girl's Husband;" Tuesday and Wed-
neadav. Grace Darmond in "What
Every Woman Wants;" Thursday
and Friday, MarguenU Clark in

« RANDALL'S APOLLO.Sunday and
Monday. Wallace Reid In "Alias
Mike Mora*;" Tuesday. June 151-
vidge in "The I»ve Defender:" Wwi-
ftenday. Madge Kennedy in "Daugti-
ter of Mine;*' Thursday Alio*- Brady
in "Marie, Ud.;' Friday. I.iia L*o
in "Puppy Saturday. Rllln
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